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Volume 66, Issue 41
Thursday

November 14, 2013
Inside this week: • Local happenings, page 3. • This week’s obituaries: Craig Faber, 42; and Mary Hagen, 75.

 • All Saints Mass celebrated at Assumption Church, page 4. • Scouting For Food a suc-cess in Eden Valley, page 5.

 • History Matters: State Highway 15, page 6. • Chain of Lakes girls’ high school soccer team, page 7. • Dingmann hits a hole-in-one, page 7.
 • Kimball Area High School students of the month, page 8.

 • EV-W FFA busy in October, page 9.
 • Community calendar, p. 10. • City council meeting sum-maries, pages 12-13. • Thanksgiving coupons, page 14.

 • Eden Valley road construc-tion update, page 16.
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EV Library 
Art and 
Author EventThe Eden Valley Area Friends of the Library are pleased to invite you to the Sunday, Nov. 17, Art and Author Event. You may still need to park behind the Library/Event Center. Beginning at 12 noon, there will be demonstrations of painting, spinning, drawing, weaving, photography, pottery, poetry, quilting, jewelry making, and much more.
Local adult artists and elemen-tary and high school students will be displaying their work. Some of these works will be for sale.At 2 p.m. author Dean Urdahl will speak about his book Con-spiracy. This book tells the story of the pursuit of the Dakota by Minnesota soldiers after the U.S.-Dakota War of 1862. Con-spiracy follows the experiencesof Jesse Buchanen from Minne-sota to become one of President Lincoln’s guards. It is here that Buchanen discovers a huge con-spiracy to assassinate President Lincoln. Urdahl taught American History for 35 years at New Lon-don-Spicer High School and was elected to the Minnesota House of Representatives in 2002. Other books written by Urdahl include Uprising, Retribution, Pursuit,and The Collar and the Gun.Lunch available at noon, pro-ceeds go to the Eden Valley Area Library. Refreshments will be served following the author visit. Come meet this author and our own local artists.

To display your artwork, please contact Marilyn Peterson at: lmpeterson@meltel.net, or (320) 290-1011, for more information.

They’re 
making snowPowder Ridge began making snow this week, taking advantage of the cold temperatures. It’s a sure sign that winter fun is not far off.

Veterans celebrated

KIMBALL held a program at the high school with 
students from grades 3-12 at 10 a.m. Veterans Day, 
Nov. 11. Local veterans (above) were asked to sit in 
front of the students for the program. The Kimball 
Legion Auxiliary and Junior Auxiliary presented 
the flag-folding ceremony, and the POW-MIA table. 

2013 Girls’ Stater Erin Diffley spoke. Guest speaker 
Jack Young was unable to attend, but the moving 
video of his 2010 Honor Flight to Washington, D.C., 
was played. The students were quiet and respectful, 
which says a lot. The program ended with all singing 
“America, the Beautiful.”

WATKINS: Hilltop Health Care Center held a 
program for its veteran residents and their fami-
lies at 1:30 p.m. Veterans Day 2013. Terry Nelson 
again provided music, both before and after the for-
mal program. Each of the residents was recognized 
for their military service. Members of the Watkins 

Legion also introduced themselves including what 
they did in the service. This was the 32nd year the 
Legion participated in this program at Hilltop. Pic-
tured above are resident veterans and the Watkins 
American Legion Post 453. 

EDEN VALLEY: EV-W High School again hosted 
a Veterans Day program, at 7:30 p.m. in the auxil-
iary gym. The EV-W high school and junior high 
bands, and the EV-W choirs from 5th, 6th, 7th, and 
8th grades, along with the Concert Choir all per-
formed music for the program. Eden Valley Legion 
Post 381 and Auxiliary, Watkins Legion Post 453, 
Wat-Kim-Valley VFW Post 5460 and Auxiliary, and 

the POW-MIA Honor Guard participated in the pro-
gram. Retired Chief MSgt. Don Dufner was the guest 
speaker. He spoke about his 30-year career in the Air 
Force, and the core values of the military: loyalty, 
duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, per-
sonal courage. Veterans Day, to him, celebrates all 
military heroes, including those currently serving.Staff photos by Jean Doran Matua

The base of Powder Ridge, Tuesday morning, 11-12-13.

Watkins, Kimball 
to address freezing water lines

Last week, the City of Eden Valley met in an emer-gency session to discuss freezing water lines in the city. The City of Watkins met Monday night, Feb. 24, and the City of Kimball will meet Thursday night, Feb. 27, in emergency session to dis-cuss the growing problem.The Watkins council approved adjusting water bills for those running water to prevent a freeze-up IF they first contact the city. 
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Thursday

February 27, 2014
Inside this week: • New legislation could help cities, page 2.

 • OBITUARIES: Oliver “Ollie” Iverson, 80, of South Haven; Duane “Pete” Peterson, 79, of Sauk Centre; Albert Waltzing, 73, of Osakis; page 4. • EV-W receives an AgStar grant for Food Chemistry course next year, page 6.

 • St. John’s Prep Discovery Day, page 6.
 • KES 4th-grade boys’ basket-ball takes fi rst Feb. 15, page 7.

 • EV-W Prom Extravaganza this Saturday, page 9. • Fish houses to be removed from lakes by March 3, page 10. • Weather, page 10. • Crime blotters, page 11. • CRWD to discuss Lake Augusta Eurasian Millfoil Project March 12, page 12.

“In Brief” is located on the back page.See also the calendar on page 14.
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Frozen water/To page 16

EV-W’s Luke Kuechle wins over Paynesville’s 
Anthony Wendtlandt during the second round 
of Sections Feb. 22. Action photos by Marguerite 
Laabs.

Kimball’s Blane Tschida wins over ACGC’s Whitcomb 
in the championship match in Sections Saturday.

Kimball’s Quinten Berres wins over ACGC’s Tyler Berghuis in Sections at KAHS Saturday, Feb. 22. 

 Blane Tschida, 126# Section Champ Quinten Berres, 132# Section Champ Brady Mehr, 138#

 Cain Renner, 160# Section Champ Luke Kuechle, 170# Austin Schiefelbein, 220#

Saturday afternoon, Feb. 22, at about 2:45 p.m., two Chevy Silverado pickup trucks were headed north on Hwy. 15. One

signaled and prepared to turn left into Millner Winery; the second reacted too late and hit the first. There were no injuries,

but the State Patrol did ticket the driver of the second pickup. Because of Thursday evening’s blizzard, with  snowfall of

8-10 inches in the area, followed by driving winds, schools were closed Friday and roads remain slippery and dangerous

today, nearly a  week later. Hundreds of accidents and well over a thousand cars in the ditch were reported in the Twin

Cities area, with more than 75 jackknifed semi trucks as well. Be careful out there!  Staff photo by Jean Doran Matua.

Icy roads cause headaches for many

Six to wrestle at State 
The Section 5A wrestling tournament was

held Saturday, Feb. 22, at Kimball. (Originally
scheduled to take place Friday and Saturday, all
school events were cancelled Friday because of
the winter storm, and the tournament was held
all in one day.)

Six young men will represent Kimball
and Eden Valley-Watkins schools at the State
Wrestling Tournament that will begin Thursday,
Feb. 27, and run through Saturday, March 1. Four
will wrestle for Kimball, and two for EV-W. Three
will wrestle as Section Champs (Blane Tschida,
Quinten Berres, and Cain Renner.)Blane Tschida was Section Champ for Kimball
at 126#. Quinten Berres was Section runner-up
(second place) for Kimball at 132#. Brady Mehr
was Section runner-up for Kimball at 138#. Cain
Renner was Section Champ for EV-W at 160#.
Luke Kuechle was Section runner-up for EV-W
at 170#. And Austin Schiefelbein was Section
runner-up for Kimball at 220#.(See full stories for each team on pages 8 and 9.
See photos of the twelve who placed at the Sec-
tion tournament but will not be going on to State;
they are on page 16.)
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An interview with Bob Kunkel aired as part of their story on breaking news in the Kimball Post Office bomb case last

Thursday night, May 12. Kunkel, now a retired Stearns County Deputy Sheriff, may have been the intended target of the

bomb in 1976. He and his wife live in the same home they built before they married. Photo courtesy of WCCO News.

Inside this week:
 • Watkins Pool manager prepares for season, page 2. • Cards of thanks, page 4. • Senior menus, page 6. • Fr. Aaron Nett ap-pointed to St. Anthony and Assumption churches, page 6. • Express top Lakers, Clippers beat Rockies, page 8.

 • Hilltop celebrates “90s” residents, page 8.

 • Graduation open houses, page 9.
 • Business profi le: Hilltop Health Care Center, page 10. • KES spring concert for Veterans May 23, page 11. • Kenzie Leither is Athlete of the Week, page 12. • Logan Linn is Athlete of the Week, page 13. • EV-W annual 5K moved indoors, page 13.

 • Kimball’s “Old Coots” photos, page 15. • K/EV-W golf results, p. 15. • EV-W/K track results, page 16.
 • Watkins moves forward with solar, page 17.
 “In Brief” is on page 24.

The Eden Valley-Watkins robotics team, “Mystery Machine,” ranked at the 

World Championship in St. Louis last month. They are ranked 12th in Minnesota 

heading to the FIRST Robotics State Championship this Saturday, May 21, in 

Minneapolis. This is their first year in competition, and they’ve blown away all 

expectations. Good luck to the team and to 6175! Submitted photo.

Airman 1st Class Allie Powell, granddaughter of Ron Knaus, surprised her sister 

Maddi at lunchtime at Apollo High School in St. Cloud Friday, May 13. She’d told 

her family she’d be home the end of May. It was hard keeping such a secret, 

especially with social media these days. Her mother, Connie Powell, found out 

in a Facebook post by one of Allie’s team that they were home. But Maddi had 

no idea, and it was quite an emotional surprise. Many of you have been reading 

her “Allie’s Corner” column here in the Tri-County News each week during her 

deployment to Afghanistan. She’ll be in Nebraska for three months before 

deploying to Korea. Photo courtesy of Dave Schwarz and the St. Cloud Times.

The answer may have been here all along
By Jean Doran Matua, EditorIt’s been 40 years since a mailed bomb exploded in the Kimball Post Offi ce, killing assistant post-master Ivend Holen. Investigators at the time thought it should take two years or less to have the case completely sewn up. Despite numerous leads and thousands of hours of inves-tigation, things seemed to have stalled. If authorities could iden-tify either the intended victim or the perpetrator, they likely would be able to fi nd a link to the other. But those key pieces of the puzzle have been missing.The disclosure nearly four years ago of the tackle box believed to have housed the bomb may have opened up a few leads, and the case is still open, but still unsolved.

Last week, WCCO News aired a story Thursday night about a book that may have tied up many loose ends to ultimately solve the case. The author, an amateur sleuth interested in cold cases, had come to us two months ago looking for information about the bombing.Robert Dudley is just a regu-lar guy. In 2010 he began looking into the Jacob Wetterling abduc-tion case. He uncovered so much information that he wrote a book about it, “It Can’t Happen Here: The Search For Jacob Wetterling.” After recent turns in that case, Dudley published the second edi-tion, “Answers In The Sand,” with four new chapters of information added.
Little did he know that his work on that unsolved case would lead him to stumble into another: the Kimball Post Offi ce bomb. But it did. And what he learned would lead to another book, just out this week: “Tragedy on the Prairie: 

The Story of the 1976 Kimball Post Offi ce Bomb.”
After reading through the col-lection of press clippings about the bombing that we shared with Dudley, he made a single phone call that may have turned things around. He called Bob Kunkel. Kunkel was a Deputy Sheriff in Stearns County and was the fi rst law enforcement responder on the scene after the explosion tore through the Post Offi ce at 

6:42 a.m. Thursday, May 13, 1976. He also was a part-time cop in Kimball at the time.We spoke with Kunkel this weekend. “I ain’t sure that I am [the intended victim],” he said Sunday. He hadn’t really thought of that as a possibility, until Dudley con-tacted him about two months ago.It was Dudley who may have found the other missing piece of the puzzle: the bomber. Dudley believes it was Duane Allen Hart, 

now 68, who built and mailed thebomb to Kunkel who had arrestedHart just weeks before.“I’d arrested this guy 3-4 weeksprior, in Eden Valley,” Kunkel said.He remembered it may have beenon a warrant for bad checks. Hegave us a blow-by-blow (literally)account of the arrest. Hart tried torun, and hit Kunkel several timesbefore Kunkel knocked him coldwith a single driving punch.
Bombing/To page 3
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Inside this week:
 • Kimball Legion Auxiliary attends District Convention, page 2.

 • Public notifi cation meet-ing about Level III offender coming to Munson Township, page 3.
 • Graduation open houses, page 4.
 • KAHS honor roll, page 4. • News of our students, page 4.

 • Express shut out Lakers, page 4.
 • Golf lingo, page 5. • Former Kimball resi-dent to participate in Buffalo Rodeo, page 5.

 • EV-W boys still in Section 6AA playoffs, page 6.

 • OBITUARIES: Beverly “Bev” (Ferguson) Adolph, 84, of Kimball; Rita (Sturm) Ertl, 95, of Waite Park; page 7. • Kimball baseball fi nishes season at playoffs, page 7. • Crime blotters, page 9.  • EV-W/K track & fi eld girls at MSHSL Section 5A Cham-pionships, page 12.

“In Brief” is on page 12.
Motorcycle crash near Kimball high school

At about 4:45 p.m. Sunday afternoon, June 4, Kimball Fire and Rescue were called to a crash near Highway 55 and Maus Drive in Kimball.
Jared Bakeberg, 36 of Howard Lake, was heading westbound on MN Highway 55 when his motor-cycle – a 2004 Yamaha XVS1100  –experienced a mechanical issue and crashed.

Bakeberg was transported to St. Cloud Hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. He was not wearing a helmet.Stearns County Sheriff’s Offi ce also responded to the scene.
Staff photo by George Matua.

The Eden Valley-Watkins base-ball team will play in the Section 6AA Championship game at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, June 8, at Dick Putz Field in St. Cloud.The Eagles have soared, unde-feated, to this position. They defeated Kimball on May 30, 6-1; then defeated Holdingford May 31, 11-1; then defeated Pierz on June 1, 4-2; and defeated St. Cloud Cathedral in the semifi nal game June 5, 3-1. (We don’t yet have the story about the semifi nal game, since it had just happened before press time, but we will post it online and print it next week.)The Eagles will face either Foley or Albany (who play each other Tuesday, June 6) for the Section 6AA Championship this Thursday.

Eden Valley Area Chamber ribbon cutting
By Nancy McNab, PresidentEden Valley Area ChamberEden Valley Area Chamber is pleased to announce a new busi-ness to main street Eden Valley. We held a ribbon cutting Thurs-day, June 1, for American Family Insurance with Tiffany Press as Agent. 

Pictured attending the event were Chamber members Brent Bengtson, Kris Kelm, Tiffany Press, her husband Corey, sons, Levi and Easton, Chamber mem-bers Anne Fischhaber and Judy Thielen.
The ribbon cutting took place in front of their newly hung sign in front of her offi ce, located in the former Bradshaw offi ce located at 378 State Street in Eden Valley. Tiffany’s number is (320) 333-9161. Give her a call for any of your insurance needs. Submitted photo.EV-W Eagles to play for Section 6AA Championship today

Eagles cheer from the dugout during their May 30 victory against Kimball, played at the Watkins Clippers field. See that 

story on page 6. Staff photo by George Matua. 

Watkins
Jack’s of Watkins

J & R Family Market

Community

Watkins/EV Senior Dining

Congregate dining in Kimball has been 
discontinued by Catholic Charities, 

as of April 1, 2023. Delivered meals may be 
ordered by calling (320) 963-5771.

PRCA Championship Rodeo coming to Buffalo
Includes cocktail party, fashion 

show, and shopping
The 69th Buffalo PRCA Cham-

pionship Rodeo in Buffalo will fea-
ture Rodeo & Rhinestones for the 
second year. The western market-
place is held in the Buffalo Civic 
Center from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Thurs-
day through Saturday, June 22-24. 
The event is free and open to the 
public. Boutiques and western 
businesses  selling clothing, boots, 
hats,  tooled-leather goods, home 
furnishings, custom-made jew-
elry, and one-of-a-kind hide-on 
hair purses are participating. A 
new addition is a hat bar by Soul + 
Muse. Shoppers can buy a cowboy 
hat and use mini branding irons to 
customize.

Rodeo & Rhinestones will host 
a ticketed VIP Cocktail Party 
from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday, June 
21. Advance tickets are $30 at 
www.buffalorodeo.com. The ticket 
includes admission for early shop-
ping, cocktails, desserts, live 
music, and a fashion show. All ages 
are welcome to buy tickets, with 
non-alcoholic beverages available 
too.

“We spend an entire year plan-
ning Rodeo & Rhinestones,” stated 

Gretchen Kirchmann, founder. 
“This is a juried selection of high-
end western-themed boutiques 
and western products. Last year, 
we pleasantly surprised guests 
with the transformation of the ice 
arena into a western marketplace 
with vintage trucks on display. 
We are thrilled to return with our 
vision of upscale rodeo fashions 
and historical booths spotlight-
ing ProRodeo in Minnesota,” she 
continued.

Boutiques from Iowa, Min-
nesota, Montana, Nebraska, and 
Wisconsin are bringing fashions 
and furnishings to the ice arena. 
Historical rodeo memorabilia of 
the Buffalo PRCA Championship 
Rodeo, Barnes PRCA Rodeo com-
pany, and Minnesota High School 
Rodeo Association will be on dis-
play. The community is welcome 
to contribute Buffalo Rodeo his-
tory for the displays and share 
their memories.

“Our team is collaborating with 
Buffalo based businesses Bison 
Creek Event Center, Natural Roots 
Salon, and Biggs & Co. to enhance 
the community celebration and 
kick off Rodeo & Rhinestones,” 
commented Kirchmann. “Amy, 

Heidi, and Kelsie have all invested 
their enthusiasm and business 
expertise.”

The DeLague and Barnes fam-
ilies are pillars of Minnesota’s 
oldest ProRodeo dating back to 
1955. “Lester DeLague’s chariot 
will be on display again thanks 
to his son Tim,” shared Greg 
McDonald, executive director of 
the Buffalo PRCA Championship 
Rodeo. Mitzi Barnes’s trick riding 
saddle will be a featured item. 
The hand-sewn fl ag girl shirts 
designed by Donnita Barnes will 
be part of the fashion show on 
Wednesday night.

McDonald, a former bareback 
rider, owns GM Western Enter-
prises. Kirchmann, a past Min-
nesota rodeo queen, and current 
consultant with KMG, work jointly 
on this venture. Both are alumni of 
the Minnesota High School Rodeo 
Association. The duo produce sev-
eral events throughout the year.

The Buffalo PRCA Cham-
pionship Rodeo dates are 
 Thursday-Saturday, June 22-24. 
Gates open at 5 p.m. and rodeo 
begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able at www.buffalorodeo.com.

June 19-23
Lutheran Social Services Meals

Please call at least one day in 
advance. Meals may be picked up.

For Eden Valley Senior Din-
ing, please call at least one day in 
advance. Meals are delivered in 
your home by volunteers. Congre-
gate dining is no longer available in 
Eden Valley. Please call LSS Litch-
fi eld kitchen at (320) 693-6203 to 
order Meals on Wheels to be deliv-
ered to your home. See Watkins 
menu below for meal choices.

Monday: Salisbury steak w/
gravy, baked potato w/sour 
cream, peas and carrots, bread w/
margarine, tropical fruit, milk. 

Tuesday: Tater tot casserole, 
green beans, dinner roll w/marga-
rine, peaches, bar, milk.

Wednesday: Chicken wild rice 
soup, broccoli florets, bread stick, 

fruit cocktail, gelatin, milk.
Thursday: Pulled-pork on a 

bun, butternut squash, Romaine 
salad w/dressing, pineapple 
chunks, cookie, milk.

Friday: Turkey Alfredo w/
pasta, carrots, garlic bread stick, 
pears, dessert, milk.

Suggested donation for those 
60 or older is $4.50, under 60 is 
$7.20. Watkins diners are served at 
St. Anthony Manor, and should 
call (320) 764-5615 for a reserva-
tion by 1 p.m. the day before your 
meal. Sites serve at 11:30 a.m. 
Monday through Friday. This ser-
vice is through Lutheran Social Ser-
vice, funded in part by a contract 
from the Area Agency on Aging 
with funding from the Federal 
Older Americans Act through the 
Minnesota Board on Aging.
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Past Rodeo Queens Sophia Hillman, Gretchen Kirchmann, and Samantha 
Sansever pose following the Fashion Show in 2022. Submitted photo.

Team Bogey Bandits leads KGC Men’s League
Five weeks into the Kimball 

Golf Club season, Team Bogey 
Bandits (Nick Loxtercamp, Justin 
Thompson, Mark Loxtercamp, 
and Eric Loxtercamp) hold fi rst 
place in the Men’s League with 32 
points.

Team Wolbeck (Eric Wolbeck, 
Eric Fenske, Dustin Nguyen, and 
Christopher Moser) is in second 
place with 31 points. 

Team LLUA-Zilka (Andy Zilka, 
Luke Recknor, Abe Rick, and 
Kellen Rasmussen) is in third 
place with 29 points.

Next in the standings are Team 
Kunkel (Mark Kunkel, Harvey 
Hinz, Joe Ziebol, Randy Honeer, 
and Ken Isaacson) – 28 points; 
Team Krippner (Karl Krippner, 
Dan Berger, Tom Harren, and 
Bruce Kiffmeyer) – 27 points; 
Team Hartel (Larry Hartel, Charlie 

Kersten, Tony Schmitz, and 
Duane Finger) – 26 points; and 
Team Jungels (Alex Jungels, Dave 
Jungels, Matt Jungels, and Mark 
Jungels) – 24 points.

Rounding out the fi eld are Team 
Fernelius (Wade Fernelius, Dustin 
Rittenhouse, Slade Simpson, and 
Jerrod Quade) – 23 points; Team 
Mackereth (Al Mackereth, Gary 
Miller, Harry V., Dick S., and Mark 
Miller) – 17 points; Team Wicker 
(Shannon Wicker, Carl Halverson, 
Cory Kunkel, and Everett Fischer) 
– 17 points; and Team Tubridy 
(Sean Tubridy, Justin Pope, and 
Karl Hunt) – 15 points.

In the weekly games, Mark 
Kunkel had the longest putt on 
hole #4, Ken Isaacson was closest 
to the pin on hole #6, and Eric Lox-
tercamp was closest to the pin on 
his second shot on hole #7.

In the special games for the 
week, recognition was given to 
Charlie Kersten as the player who 
had the best total score (16) on 
the four even-numbered holes 
through nine holes. With hand-
icaps applied, Ken Isaacson won 
with a net score of 11.

The Kimball Golf Club Men’s 
League teams play their nine holes 
at a Tuesday time of their choos-
ing, rotating from the front nine 
holes to the back nine holes from 
week to week.

League play continues each 
week until Aug. 29. While the Tues-
day Men’s League is in play, tee 
times are open to the public – for 
9 or 18 holes by calling KGC at 
(320) 398-2285.

Golf – The Game for Life!
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